The FLOCK – Jesus Blesses the Children

SCRIPTURE:  Matthew 19:13-15, Mark 10:13-16, Luke 18:15-17

MEMORY WORK:  
ALL GROUPS: 
Memory Verse:  Luke 18:16 - Then Jesus said, “Let the children come to me.  Don’t stop them!  For the kingdom of God belongs to those who are like these children.”
What are the 2 main parts of the Bible?  (Old & New Testaments)





How many books are in the NT? (27) In the OT? (39)  Total? (66)

DANDY DIAMONDS and SHINING STARS:


All of the above and the first 6 books of the New Testament





(Matthew, Mark , Luke, John, Acts, Romans)

WORKSHOP:  Celebration Sunday  
CONCEPTS:  

1. Everyone is important to God.

2. Jesus’ kingdom belongs to those who have hearts like children.

3. Children can help grown-ups remember the love of God.
4. God always has time for you.
OBJECTIVE:

1. Children will experience, in a story brought to life, the way Jesus blessed the children that his disciples tried to push away.

2. The elders of the church will bless children in small groups.

3. Children will interact with Lily and Boomer.

4. Children will construct an art project to help them remember the blessing experience.

PROCEDURE:
1. ARRIVAL
2. INTRODUCTION

3. SIMULTANEOUS GROUP LESSONS

4. CONCLUSION
· ARRIVAL
· INTRODUCTION
I Can Praise Jesus 
I can praise Jesus with my hands… (Clap hands)

With my hands (Clap hands)
With my hands (Clap hands)
Oooh!  I can praise Jesus with my hands… (Clap hands)
I’ve got Jesus in me. (Point to self)

I can praise Jesus with my feet… (Stomp feet)

With my feet (Stomp feet)
With my feet (Stomp feet)
Oooh!  I can praise Jesus with my feet… (Stomp feet)
I’ve got Jesus in me.  (Point to self)

I can praise Jesus with my ears… (Point to ears)

With my ears (Point to ears)
With my ears (Point to ears)
Oooh!  I can praise Jesus with my ears… (Point to ears)
I’ve got Jesus in me. (Point to self)

With my hands I can praise Jesus (Clap hands)

With feet I can praise Jesus 

(Stomp feet)

With my ears I can praise Jesus (Point to ears.)

I’ve got Jesus in me. (Point to self)

I can praise Jesus with my eyes… (Point to eyes)

With my eyes (Point to eyes)
With my eyes (Point to eyes)
Oooh!  I can praise Jesus with my eyes… (Point to eyes)
I’ve got Jesus in me. (Point to self)

I can praise Jesus with my mouth… (Point to mouth)

With my mouth (Point to mouth)
With my mouth (Point to mouth)
Oooh!  I can praise Jesus with my mouth… (Point to mouth)
I’ve got Jesus in me.  (Point to self)

I can praise Jesus with a friend… (Clap friend’s hands)

With a friend (Clap friend’s hands)
With a friend (Clap friend’s hands)
Oooh!  I can praise Jesus with a friend… (Clap friend’s hands)
I’ve got Jesus in me. (Point to self)

With my eyes I can praise Jesus (Point to eyes)

With mouth I can praise Jesus 

(Point to mouth)

With a friend I can praise Jesus (Clap friend’s hands)


I’ve got Jesus in me. (Point to self)

We can praise Jesus with everything we have, because Jesus loves us and came to earth to show God’s love to everyone.  In our story today, you are going to see that Jesus took time out of His schedule to show love to children.  Jesus traveled all over teaching about God’s love.  He told stories, or parables, like the Good Samaritan and the Prodigal Son.  He healed people like the paralytic man.  He feed 5000 people at one time.  Jesus was a busy man, but yet, He stopped and made special time for children.  He made a special time just to bless the children and today, we have planned a special Celebration where you will be prayed for and blessed.  Are you ready?
Each FLOCK GROUP will rotate to each the following areas:

1) Jesus – Invitation of Love

2) Lily & Boomer

3) Elders – Circle of Love
4) Crown Craft – Children of the King

There will be 10 minutes given to each area, including the time it takes for the children to transition between areas.  At the end of the 10 minutes, the song, I’m Growing Up in the Lord will play to signal that it is time to move to the next area.  On the fourth rotation, the song will signal that it is time to gather the entire group back together.

· JESUS - God always has time for you.
Each FLOCK GROUP will rotate into the area designated for Jesus.  The children will come and sit behind the blocking adults.  There will be 10 minutes given to the interaction and discussion with Jesus, including the time it takes for the children to sit down.  When you hear the song playing, the children will move to the next section.  With the help of the FLOCK shepherds, sing this song as children come and sit down.  Sing until all are sitting down.

Jesus Loves Me 
Jesus loves me this I know
For the Bible tells me so

Little ones to Him belong

They are weak but He is strong

Yes, Jesus loves me.

Yes, Jesus loves me.

Yes, Jesus loves me

The Bible tells me so.
JESUS:  (Sits on chair with adults blocking.)

ADULT #1:  Jesus doesn’t have time for you. He’s a busy man.

ADULT #2: Yeah, you kids go on.  Don’t you see, there is no room here for kids.

ADULT #3:  Jesus has so many more important things to do than to play with a bunch of kids.  He has to preach the good news and heal all those sick people.  No, you guys go play somewhere else.

ADULTS: (all turn backs)

JESUS:  What’s all the commotion about?  What’s going on here?

ADULT #1:  Jesus, we are your disciples and we are trying to take care of you.  You just simply don’t have enough time for these kids here.

ADULT #2:  Yes, Lord.  You can’t take care of everyone.

ADULT #3:  These children can come back later when there are not as many people.

JESUS:  (Little frustrated, but gentle with adults.)  No, let these children come to me. Don’t stop them! Don’t you know? The kingdom of God belongs to children like these. Let them come. Let them come. I always have time for children. I am never too busy. Yes, I do need to preach the good news and heal all those sick people. But these children are precious to God. I always have time for them.  Come.  Come. (Walk around patting children on the head or hugging them)  (Sing this song to them as walking around)
Jesus Loves You As You Are (Twinkle Twinkle Little Star)
Twinkle twinkle precious star, Jesus loves you as you are. 
I love your smile, I love your face,
I wans to save you by His Grace.
Twinkle twinkle precious star, Jesus loves you as you are. 
JESUS:  You are all so precious to me.  I want you all to know that.  No matter where you are.  No matter what you do.  No matter what time it is.  Or no matter what I am doing.  I always have time for you and I will always love you.  
· LILY AND BOOMER - Children can help grown-ups remember the love of God.
Each FLOCK GROUP will rotate into the area designated for Lily and Boomer.  The children will come and sit on the pillows.  There will be 10 minutes given to the interaction and discussion with Lily and Boomer, including the time it takes for the children to sit down.  When you hear the song playing, the children will move to the next section.  With the help of the FLOCK shepherds, sing this song as children come and sit down on the pillows.  Sing until all are sitting down.

If You Love Jesus

BOOMER:  If you love Jesus…


LILY & KIDS:  If you love Jesus…
BOOMER:  Clap your hands…
LILY & KIDS:  Clap your hands…
BOOMER:  Wait, wait, wait!  I couldn’t hear a thing.  Lily, I thought the FLOCK was coming today.

LILY:  I thought so too.  But I can’t hear them either.

BOOMER:  Hello, FLOCK!  IS anyone out there?  

KIDS:  YEA!

BOOMER:  Well, then, I want to hear you sing.  Help me out here.  I’m going to say “If you love Jesus,” and I want you to sing it back to me.  Lily you sing with the FLOCK.  Are you ready Lily?

LILY:  I’m ready!
BOOMER:  Hey FLOCK, are you guys ready?  Then, let’s try this again.  
BOOMER:  If you love Jesus…


LILY & KIDS:  If you love Jesus…
BOOMER:  Clap your hands…
LILY & KIDS:  Clap your hands…
ALL: Na na na na na na na na na na na na na na na na na na na 
Oooo, Aaaah!  Sock it to the Devil!

BOOMER:  If you love Jesus…
LILY & KIDS:  If you love Jesus…
BOOMER:  Nod your head…
LILY & KIDS:  Nod your head…
ALL: Na na na na na na na na na na na na na na na na na na


Oooo, Aaaah!  Sock it to the Devil!
LILY:  Oh, that was much better.

BOOMER:  Yeah!  I could tell you love Jesus this time.  Oh you guys sang so well, I think I want to sing another song.  

LILY:  You know, all that clapping made me think of “Jesus is My Friend Today”.  Do you think we can try it?

BOOMER:  I don’t know.  What do you guys think?  Hey FLOCK, do you think we can try another song?  You better help us out this time.



Jesus is my Friend Today (London Bridge is Falling Down)
BOOMER:  Can you clap your hands?  Let me see.  I don’t hear you… 
Jesus is my friend today, (Lily & Boomer clap hands until last line)
Clap your hands,
Shout hurray
Jesus is my friend today,
We love Jesus. (point to heart) (point to sky)

LILY:  Let’s nod our heads this time Boomer.  Everyone nod like this.
Jesus is my friend today, (Lily & Boomer nod head until last line))
Nod your head,
Shout hurray
Jesus is my friend today,
We love Jesus. (point to heart) (point to sky)

BOOMER:  I feel some twisting and shouting coming out in me.  Let’s twist.  Everyone twist, come on you can do it!
Jesus is my friend today, (Lily & Boomer twist until last line))
Twist & shout,
Shout hurray
Jesus is my friend today,
We love Jesus. (point to heart) (point to sky)

BOOMER:  I can tell you love Jesus, just by the way you are singing and praising God.  That’s awesome.  

LILY:  You know, Boomer, kids can help grownups want to praise God too.  Just by the way they sing.

BOOMER:  You are so right Lily.  Everytime I see a child, especially when I hear them singing so sweetly, it makes me think about how wonderful God is.  Then, that makes me want to sing.  Did you know that FLOCK?  By hearing you sing and talk about God and Jesus, you can help others remember the love of the Lord.

LILY:  That’s why it is so important for us to learn about God and Jesus in the Bible.  That’s why it is so important for us to read your Bible.

BOOMER:  Lily, I heard that these kids have been learning some pretty cool facts about the Bible. Just last week, I heard some kids telling their shepherds what they knew.

LILY:  That is so helpful.  The more you learn about the Bible, the better you can be.  Let’s see, I want to see what you guys remember.  Boomer, let’s ask them some questions and see what they know.

BOOMER:  Yeah!  Okay, let’s start with,… 
What are the 2 main parts of the Bible?  Who remembers?
How many books in the New Testament?

How many books in the Old Testament?

How many books in the whole Bible?  

Stars and Diamonds only – What are the first six books of the New Testament?

LILY:  Hey, I happen to have the new memory verse in my hand.  Boomer, do you think we could try it?  Here, you read the phrase and the FLOCK and I will repeat after you.

BOOMER:  Sure, that sounds like fun.  I’ve always wanted to learn a memory verse.  
Memory Verse:  Luke 18:16 - Then Jesus said, “Let the children come to me.  Don’t stop them!  For the kingdom of God belongs to those who are like these children.”

· ELDERS – CIRCLE OF LOVE - Everyone is important to God.
Each FLOCK GROUP will rotate into the area designated for the Elder blessing.  The children will come and sit on the circle area (carpet).  There will be 10 minutes given to the blessing of each group, including the time it takes for the children to sit down.  When you hear the song playing, the children will move to the next section.  

With the help of the FLOCK shepherds, sing this song as children come and sit down on the carpet.  Sing until all are sitting down.

We love you with the love of the Lord.  

We love you with the love of the Lord.

We see in you the beauty of our King

And we love you with the love of the Lord.

Blessing:

· Stand surrounding children on the carpet with the help of the FLOCK shepherds

· Discuss that just like Jesus blessed the children in the Bible, the elders of the West-Ark Church of Christ would like the children to know that the elders love and pray for them.  Children are very important to God and they are very important to the elders.
· Pray for each child by name
· Show certificate and pass to FLOCK shepherds to be handed out at the end of class

· CROWN CRAFT - Jesus’ kingdom belongs to those who have hearts like children.

Each FLOCK GROUP will rotate into the area designated for the Crown Craft blessing.  The children will come and sit in chairs around the table.  Each group will have 10 minutes to construct their crowns.  When you hear the song playing, the children will move to the next section. 
 With the help of the shepherds sing this song as children come and sit at a chair around the table.  Sing until all are sitting down.

Jesus loves the little children, all the children of the world.
Red and yellow, black and white

They are precious in His sight

Jesus loves the little children of the world.
Children will decorate crowns with sequins, buttons, stickers, and other items.  Children will also have a label stating, “I’m a child of the King.”  Make sure that each child’s name is on their crown.  The crown will need to be measured and stapled to fit each child.  

FLOCK shepherd can leave Elder Blessing certificate with crown to be picked up at the end of class.

· CONCLUSION
With the help of the shepherds sing this song as children come and sit at a chair around the table.  Sing until all are sitting down.???? Is this when we will all be joined together again?
Twinkle twinkle precious star, Jesus loves you as you are. 
He loves your smile, He loves your face,
He wants to save you by His Grace.
Twinkle twinkle precious star, Jesus loves you as you are. 

Review memory verse
Review lesson and sing this song:
Jesus Loves Me (Are You Sleeping?)
Jesus sat, Jesus sat

With His friends, with His friends.

All the little children

wanted to see Jesus

So they ran, so they ran.

“Stop the children, stop the children.”

said the men, said the men.

Jesus said, “I love them,

and I want to bless them.

Let them come. Let them come.”
Remind children that they are precious to Jesus and that He will always have time for them.  Jesus came to this earth to make us all become children of the King.  He took time out of His busy schedule, to bless the children.  And today, we have taken the time, just like Jesus, to pray and bless you.  You are important to God and you are important to us.  I hope each one of you knows how precious you are in the sight of God.  
· PRAYER
· HANDOUT CERTIFICATE, CROWN & NEWSLETTER
The certificate & crown will all be together on the tables that were used for the craft.  As grown-ups arrive, one shepherd can hand each child a newsletter and then another shepherd help that child to find his/her crown and certificate on the table.
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CHARACTER LIST:

1. Lily

2. Boomer

3. Jesus

4. 3 or more barricade people
5. Elders

6. Craft Leader

ADVANCE TEACHER PREPARATION:
1. Read Matthew 19:13-15, Mark 10:13-16, Luke 18:15-17
2. Read the lesson

3. Setup stage

SUGGESTED SUPPLY LIST: 

1. Jesus - chair

2. Elders - Circle carpet
3. Elders – Blessing certificates for each child

4. Elders – attendance sheets

5. Lily & Boomer - pillows

6. Craft - Poster board crowns

7. Craft - Sequins, buttons, stickers

8. Craft - 2 staplers
9. Craft - Markers/crayons

10. Craft - Children of the King label
REFERENCES: 

1. http://www.dltk-bible.com/jesus_is_my_friend_today.htm
2. http://www.dltk-bible.com/jesus_loves_you_as_you_are_song.htm
3. http://www.kidssundayschool.com/Preschool/Lessons/1jesuslovesme01.php - Crown Craft
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